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Resume

The dissertation investigates the circumstances that preclude marriage according to
various sources of law. The main goal of the research is to conduct an in-depth study
of this issue from historical and contemporary perspectives, allowing us to better
understand the trends and peculiarities in the development of marriage law. The
first chapter examines the historical development of impediments to marriage from
"Mosaic Law" to Georgian canonical law. This analysis begins with a detailed study
of the Old Testament period, where three significant stages are identified: the
Patriarchal era, the period of Mosaic Law, and the post-Mosaic period. Each of these
periods is characterized by different approaches to marital relationships, which are
reflected in the legislative norms of the respective epochs. Special attention is paid
to the marital regulations in Mosaic Law, which later laid the foundation for the
primary provisions of ecclesiastical legislation. These regulations represent the first
systematic attempt to legally regulate marital relationships, which had a significant
impact on subsequent legislative development.

In this historical framework, the research examines Old Testament marital rules,
which cover many significant topics. First and foremost is the institution of
betrothal, which was a necessary precondition for marriage and defined the rights
and obligations of future spouses. The second important aspect is the prohibition of
marriage in cases of blood relation, which served to maintain both genetic and social
stability. Additionally, special attention is given to restrictions on marriages with
foreigners, which was related to the need to preserve religious and cultural identity.
Also significant are the issues of socially unequal marriages, which reflected the
hierarchical structure of society at that time. Particular importance is given to the
analysis of the grounds and procedures for divorce according to Mosaic Law.

This dispute established the norms that currently govern marriage and family law,
which was crucial to the formation of ecclesiastical law.

The next part of the research is devoted to an in-depth analysis of Roman-Byzantine
family law, covering the period from the archaic era to the Justinian codification. In
this context, particular importance is given to the definition of marriage proposed
by Modestinus, which had a fundamental influence not only on the development of
Roman law but also on the formation of European legal thought as a whole. Roman
law approaches to marriageable age, social status, and kinship ties are of particular
interest. These regulations reflect the complex social structure of Roman society and
the level of development of legal thought of that period. It is especially noteworthy
that Roman law regulated in detail not only the preconditions for marriage but also
its consequences, which included both personal and property relations between
spouses. It is significant that the influence of Roman law was also reflected in the
ecclesiastical legislation of the subsequent period. In this regard, the Justinian
codification is particularly important, which systematized the norms of Roman law
and harmonized them with the Christian worldview. This synthesis became the
basis for the development of canon law in the Middle Ages.



Following this historical overview is the analysis of Georgian canonical law sources.
The study examines in detail such fundamental documents as the "Great
Nomocanon" and the "Small Nomocanon", which represent the most important
sources of Georgian ecclesiastical law. Special attention is paid to the decrees of the
Ruis-Urbnisi Council, which played a significant role in the development of
Georgian ecclesiastical law. While Georgian ecclesiastical law largely aligned with
global church law principles, it developed distinct characteristics.

The local socio-cultural background and Georgian church history shaped these
idiosyncrasies. The second chapter of the work presents a systematic classification
of impediments to marriage and their detailed characterization. The analysis begins
with a discussion of same-sex relationships, which are considered by church canons
as a grave offense and equated with the sin of adultery. The examination of this issue
is based on biblical teachings, as well as the works of church fathers and the decrees
of church councils

The study emphasizes the Orthodox Church's position on existing marriages as
impediments to new ones, highlighting the strictly monogamous nature of Orthodox
marriage in contrast to Old Testament and Roman law approaches. It also examines
specific regulations governing clerical marriages and their unique restrictions.

The third chapter addresses the contemporary challenge of marriages performed
despite impediments, focusing on the concept of ecclesiastical economy as a
mechanism for canonical norm flexibility. This principle, while allowing for some
adaptation, is applied cautiously and only by authorized individuals to maintain
fundamental ecclesiastical principles.

The research concludes by affirming the Orthodox Church's commitment to
marriage sanctity. While acknowledging human limitations and allowing certain
concessions, the Church maintains strict canonical standards to preserve marital
integrity and ensure spiritual well-being, reflecting its historical responsibility
toward believers' spiritual life.
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Amootorwv, kat TV Iepdv kot OKovpeviKoVY kot TOTIKOV Zuvodwy, kot TV katd puépoc Ayiwyv
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